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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 
 

Order Instituting Investigation pursuant to 
Senate Bill 380 to determine the feasibility 
of minimizing or eliminating the use of the 
Aliso Canyon natural gas storage facility 
located in the County of Los Angeles while 
still maintaining energy and electric 
reliability for the region. 

Investigation 17-02-002 
(Filed February 9, 2017) 

 
 
 

ISSAM NAJM NOTICE OF EX PARTE COMMUNICATION 
 

Pursuant to Rule 8.4 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure (Rules), I, Issam 

Najm, hereby give timely notice of the following three ex parte communications in the above 

noted proceeding:  

Meeting 1 – Tuesday August 1, 2023, from 2:00 pm to 2:30 pm, with Commissioner Karen 

Douglas chief of staff Ms. Kourtney Vaccaro and advisor Mr. Arnold Son. 

Meeting 2 – Wednesday, August 2, 2023, from 11:00 am to 11:30 am, with Commissioner 

John Reynolds advisor Ms. Maria Sotero.  

Meeting 3 – Wednesday, August 2, 2023, from 11:30 am to 12:00 pm, with Commission 

President Alice Reynolds advisors: Ms. Kerry Fleisher and Ms. Karolina Maslanka.  

I requested the meetings and I was the only non-PUC person in attendance.  The topic of 

discussion in all three meetings was the Southern California Gas Company and San Diego Gas & 

Electric Company’s joint petition for modification of Decision 21-11-008.  The meeting will be 

conducted via Teams and WEBEX.   

I began each meeting by thanking the PUC staff for allowing me to discuss this important 

matter with them.  I also introduced myself and explained that I am participating as a party in the 

I17.02.002 proceeding as an individual representing the hopes and aspirations of the community 

gravely impacted by the Aliso Canyon gas facility.   

I strongly stressed to Commission staff that the Joint Petition for Modification (PfM) of 

Decision 21-11-008 is asking the Commission to turn a blind eye to everything that has happened 

at Aliso Canyon by removing all restrictions on the gas storage volume and use at the facility.  

Raising the volume, yet again, at the facility is a slap in the face to a community that has been 
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patiently waiting for the closure of this facility as requested by former Governor Brown, Governor 

Newsom, Los Angeles County Supervisors, and Los Angeles City Council.  This PfM is also in stark 

contrast to the staff proposal that is supposed to begin reducing the volume at Aliso this coming 

year until its closure by 2027.   

I stressed the SoCalGas and SDG&E falsely claim in the PfM that the cost impact on 

customers could have been greatly mitigated had they had more gas in storage.  I demonstrated 

in my May 30, 2023 reply1 to SoCalGas & SDG&E’s response to the ALJ Ruling that their own data 

on gas demand, storage, withdrawals and injections do not support their claim and show that 

additional storage would have had minimal impact on the cost to customers because the demand 

during the impacted period was far higher than the entire added volume between the current 

storage of 41 Bcf and the requested storage of 68.6 Bcf, and considering the fact that SoCalGas 

had plenty of gas still in storage in January.  Yet, the PD took SoCalGas and SDG&E’s false claims 

at face value, and completely dismissed the actual data analysis that I presented in my reply.  The 

PD did not give my arguments and entire analysis any consideration.  Even if it disagreed with it, 

it could have at least given me the courtesy of an explanation for the disagreement and what it 

finds to be incorrect in my analysis.  Otherwise, what’s the point of participating in a proceeding 

if all my arguments will simply be set aside as not worth reviewing?!   

The simple way to eliminate cost pressure to core-customers is to implement the same 

strategy implemented by NW Natural as outlined in my May 30, 2023 reply which makes only 

annual adjustments to the gas rate and does not pass market cost fluctuations on to customer 

bills.  SoCalGas already has a system in place to do that, and that’s the Level Pay Plan (LPP), but 

customers have to know about it and have to opt-in to enroll in it.  The PUC can take action now 

to have all core-customers enrolled in the LPP and have SoCalGas provide an opt-out option for 

those who do not wish to be in the program.  This will completely eliminate the impact of market 

fluctuations on customers as I show in the actual data I presented in the May 30, 2023 reply. 

I stressed that the underlying foundation of SB380, which is the reason this proceeding 

was undertaken in the first place, was the impact of the Aliso Canyon facility on the health and 

safety of the surrounding community as was painfully demonstrated by the blowout of 2015.  Yet, 

the proceeding excludes the impact of the facility on the community from its deliberations.  It is 

critical for the commission to understand that raising the volume at Aliso Canyon will 

indisputably result in greater harm to the community because this Facility releases toxic 

 
1  https://docs.cpuc.ca.gov/PublishedDocs/Efile/G000/M510/K286/510286954.PDF  

https://docs.cpuc.ca.gov/PublishedDocs/Efile/G000/M510/K286/510286954.PDF
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chemicals into the air around the community on a continuous basis as long as it is in operation.  

This observation is made based on specific toxic chemical release data reported by the South 

Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) at their website.2  I presented data from AQMD 

on the release of toxic chemicals from Aliso Canyon as recently as 2021.  The presentation 

material is attached and discussed below.   

There are dozens of toxic chemicals emitted from the facility on a daily basis as 

documented by the data obtained from AQMD.  It is worth noting that these are data provided by 

SoCalGas to AQMD and represent ONLY the emissions from operating equipment that are listed 

in the permit, and do NOT include any fugitive emissions from the facility.  The list includes 

chemicals known or suspected to cause cancer in humans, such as Benzene, Formaldehyde, TCE, 

methanol, and many others.  All these chemicals are released next to a community with young 

families, children in elementary schools, and hiking trails used by thousands of Los Angeles 

County residents every year.  For all this to be excluded from a proceeding triggered by concerns 

over the impact of a dangerous facility on a community is incomprehensible. 

I implored the Commission to reject the PD and to stay the course with the staff proposal 

to eliminate the use of Aliso Canyon by 2027 and begin its implementation as soon as possible. 

 

Dated: August 3, 2023 Respectfully Submitted, 

   /s/ Issam Najm  
  Issam Najm, Resident 
 Porter Ranch, California 
 21018 Osborne Street, Suite 1 
 Canoga Park, CA 91304 
 Tel: (818) 366-8340 
 Email: issam.najm@WQTS.com  
 

 
2  https://xappprod.aqmd.gov/find//facility/AQMDsearch?facilityID=800128 

mailto:issam.najm@WQTS.com
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